Malaria antigen-mediated enhancement of interleukin-21 responses of peripheral blood mononuclear cells in African adults.
We recently showed that IL-21 is associated with high level of anti-EBA-175 IgG1 and IgG3. Here we have investigated the ability of two malarial antigens, Glutamate-rich protein and merozoite surface protein 3 to induce IL-21 production from PBMCs from malaria-exposed and non-exposed donors. We found that malaria-exposed donors produced significantly more IL-21 compared to non-exposed donors. These data suggest that IL-21 could be involved in the acquisition of immunity to malaria.